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From the Rector
By Father Jerry Thompson

Dear Friends,

Have you ever had to write something, and
simply felt completely wordless? That’s
how I felt when I began writing this col-
umn this month (just ask our
Administrative Assistant, Denise
Meredith, and Opal Doerr, who puts
together the Roar for us! They have been
so patient!). 

So of course I took it to God in my
prayers. Eventually, that is, after twisting
in the wind for a while and trying to come
up with words on my own.

What struck me was the great irony of
being “silent” just as we head into
Pentecost Sunday, which will be over by
the time you receive this reflection. The
Feast of Pentecost – when we celebrate the
coming of the Holy Spirit, manifested by
many languages. 

And yet, silence, too, is its own language.
I’m reminded that as often as I hear a word

from God through words written or words
spoken, I hear God just as often in silence.
As I write this column, I am getting ready
to go off on an eight day silent retreat, and
I’m deeply aware of how much I’m look-
ing forward to listening to God in the
silence at this particular time. 

So mylack of words (and considering that
fact, I think I’ve done pretty well!), my
silence reminds me that in my wordless-
ness, which seemed threatening for a
while, gifts from God reside, even when
the wordlessness seems anything but a
gift. That’s true about life itself, too, at
those times when life seems more threat-
ening than a gift. Taken to God in prayer,
we receive those gifts we can’t receive
when we try to address life on our own. 

Blessings to all of you,

June - graduations, wed-
dings, and Father’s Day.
In the last few weeks, I have done a lot of
reflecting on fathers - particularly mine.  My
father has been gone for 22 years and there
hasn’t been one day that I haven’t thought
about him.  He was one of the most fun-loving,
life-inspiring and devoted men I have ever
known. He laughed at my jokes, played jump
rope, taught me to drive on country roads, and
helped me with my homework. I was blessed
to have him as my father for 35 short years.

Another father figure in my life was my father-
in-law. He treated me as a daughter with his
love and support. He often used his great
sense of humor to make everyone feel at
home.  

Mark and I had a meaningful week with him
after his recent heart attack. We took great

care helping him to feel
comfortable and loved

during his last week of life. We could tend to
his needs and let him know how much we
loved him. Ironically, I had Russell as a father
for 35 years.

Fathers come in all shapes and sizes. Their
love for their families is endless and priceless.
They take their children to parks, coach their
sports, teach them to drive, watch them at
night when they are sick or scared, kiss their
hurts, pay for college, and much, much more.

Mark and I would like to thank all of you for
your prayers and support during his Dad’s
recent illness and death. It is great to know the
love and support of our St. Mark’s on the
Campus family.  You are all near and dear to us!

Happy Father’s Day – Dad & Russell

Love, Susan

Remembering Dad!
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Many questions and concerns arose from
the issues Presiding Bishop Katharine
Jefferts Schori presented in a recent web-
cast. Bishop Schori and her audience dis-
cussed the relationship of the American
Episcopal Church with the rest of the
Anglican Communion, especially during
this time of strain. She emphasized the
need for loving and clear communication
among all members at all levels, especially
because ofwidespread misunderstanding
of how the American church is organized
and where power is seated. She also
reported on a proposal,coming from the
February bishops’meeting in Africa, for
the Anglican Communion to develop a
covenant statement.

In the fall, the Adult Forum will return to
these issues. By then,we will have had time
to study the draft proposal ofthe covenant
and to have results ofother meetings with-
in the Communion. For those interested in
more information, Father Jerry has the

DVD of Bishop Schori’s presentation,
called Conversations with the Church,He also
has copies ofthe draft covenant and other
related documents.

We did have our literary sessions.
Discussion ofTobias Wolff ’s “The Rich
Brother” explored the complexity of iden-
tifying which character, if any, is wise
and/or loving. Echoes ofBible stories and
parables offered some touchstones for the
reader. “The Rich Brother” appears last in
Wolff ’s collection Back in the World;the first
story, “Coming Attractions,” is an interest-
ing complement.

For the fall season,leaders will be Bob
Stock and Janet Davidson. Their contact
information is in the new St.Mark’s on the
Campus directory. Please share your sug-
gestions and comments with them.

Adult Forum meetings will resume after
Labor Day -- in the church lounge,Sundays
from 9:30 to 10:30.

Adult Forum: Summary and Plans

At its April and
May meetings,

The Vestry...

X Heard that a newer computer (donated
last year by a parishioner) has been set up in
the “teller room,” and that a new system for
financial record keeping has been estab-
lished.

X Heard of a donation by a parishioner of
ten thousand dollars.

X Discussed the possibility ofmoving
investment funds from a diocesan fund into
a national church fund;further investigation
will be completed by the Finance Advisory
Committee.

X Received a report regarding possible
improvements to the Undercroft area,and
decided to move ahead with getting profes-
sional estimates for having the Undercroft
painted until more elaborate work can be
planned and accomplished.

X Received reports about Worship, Service
and Evangelism within the parish,including
the need for a replacement for Marc

Kiviniemi as coordinator of the Eucharistic
Visitors,since Marc is moving.

X Discussed ways to stimulate donations
to the food pantry and need for further vol-
unteers for The Gathering Place.

X Yolanda Rolle offered to revitalize the
Welcome and Diversity Committee as it’s for-
mer chair, Jenn Hunt is also moving.

X Discussed a possible ministry fair in the
fall.

X Heard that Nancy Brown has offered to
lead the Pastoral Care Committee to assist
individuals and families at times ofcrisis.

X Heard that the Audit Committee is plan-
ning to meet in June to complete the audit
for 2006.Members are Craig Lawson,Marcia
White, Karen Krebsbach, and Don Nelson.

X Approved signing a new lease to replace
the copier in the office.

X Discussed newly identified roof leakage
in the nave.

X Supported hiring a curate for a two year
period at a total cost of$28,000,to be taken
out of the funds received from the diocesan
family for Campus Ministry.

X Discussed designating two vestry mem-
bers for the purpose ofreviewing full quar-
terly financial reports.

X Heard that the Campus Outreach
Committee is preparing for New Student
Enrollment with renewed signage and steady
presence.

X Discussed purchase ofa paper folding
machine;requested further information and
delayed decision until June  meeting.

X Discussed whether a response is
required to a letter from another diocesan
vestry regarding the sexuality issue;the letter
is addressed to the Bishop and copied to
vestries in the diocese.

X Received notebooks to assist in the
organization of vestry materials and to be
passed to subsequent members.

X Heard that the Rector is sending for-
ward Yolanda Rolle to a Parish Discernment
Committee as she explores the possibility of
ordination.

Healing Mission at St. Matthew’s
The next Healing Mission organized by the Order
of St. Luke the Physician (OSL) will be held June
22nd-23rd at St Matthew’s Episcopal Church,
24th and Sewell Streets.

The Rev. Jack Sheffield and his wife, Anna Marie,
from San Antonio, Texas, are this year’s mission-
ers. The Sheffields founded Deep River
Ministries and helped establish two healing cen-
ters, Christ Healing Center in San Antonio and
Bethsaida House in Columbia, GA.

Fr. Jack, who has been a chaplain in the Order of
Saint Luke, is also the Region V Warden. He has
written several books, including “Under His
Healing Wings” and “God’s Healing River”.

Anna Marie Sheffield has been an OSLmember,
a member of Daughters of the King, Stephen
Ministries, and the Community of Hope. Her
book, “Wisdom for Healing”, will be published
soon.

OSLconvener Verneda Kelly said, “They are a
delightful couple and, while their message is very
serious, it is imbued with wonderful, entertaining
humor. Their main focus is on how the power of
the Holy Spirit works in and through us, bringing
us healing and wholeness in Christ”. They will be
coming to Lincoln following a week in England,
where they will be teaching at the International
OSLHealing Conference in Derbyshire. To read
more about the Sheffields’ministry, you can go to
www.deepriverministries.com. 

For information on the Healing Mission, call St.
Matthew’s 435-2226, or Verneda Kelly at 310-
5854.



SUND AY SER VICES: Hol y Euc harist - 8:30 am and 10:30 am  
WEEKD AY S: Hol y Euc harist - Ev ery Tuesda y a t 12:30 pm in the Lad y J ulian Cha pel 

St.Mark’s on the Campus Calendar: May 27 - July 14
SUNDAY MOND AY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

10
12:15 - 2:15 - Vestry, in the
Undercroft

11 12
12:30 pm - Holy Eucharist
in Lady Julian Chapel

13 14
12:30 pm - Cursillo, Lounge

5 - 6 pm - Alcoholics Anon

15 16

17
Father’s Day

18
5 pm - Finance Advisory
Committee

19
12:30 pm - Holy Eucharist
in Lady Julian Chapel

20

Fr. Jerry Day Off

21
12:30 pm - Cursillo, Lounge

5 - 6 pm - Alcoholics Anon

22 23
7:30-9:00 - Men’s Breakfast
Group 

24
Renewal of Thompson
Wedding Vows
Last day for Shirley Miills,
Marc Kiviniemi, & Jenn Hunt

1 pm - Inquirer Class,   
Lounge

25
5:15 pm - Discerment
Committee

26
12:30 pm - Holy Eucharist
in Lady Julian Chapel

27

Fr. Jerry Day Off

28
12:30 pm - Cursillo, Lounge

5 - 6 pm - Alcoholics Anon

29 30
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1 July
Last day for Suzi Lore
First day for Ryan Hall,
SMoC Curate

1 pm - Inquirer Class,   
Lounge

2

Ryan Day Off

3
12:30 pm - Holy Eucharist
in Lady Julian Chapel

4
Independence Day
Office closed

5
12:30 pm - Cursillo, Lounge

5 - 6 pm - Alcoholics Anon

6 7

8
12:15 - 2:15 - Vestry, in the
Undercroft

9

Ryan Day Off

10
12:30 pm - Holy Eucharist
in Lady Julian Chapel

11

Fr. Jerry Day Off

12
12:30 pm - Cursillo, Lounge

5 - 6 pm - Alcoholics Anon

13 14

27 May
9:45 - Choir practice
11:45 - Bible Study - LJC
(last until next fall)
1 pm - Inquirer Class,      

Lounge

28
Memorial Day
Office closed

29
12:30 pm - Holy Eucharist
in Lady Julian Chapel

30
5:30 pm - Choir practice
(last until next fall)

31
12:30 pm - Cursillo, Lounge

5 - 6 pm - Alcoholics Anon

1 June 2

3 4
New summer office hours
begin: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm

5
12:30 pm - Holy Eucharist
in Lady Julian Chapel

6
Last Day at Lincoln
Public Schools

7
12:30 pm - Cursillo, Lounge

5 - 6 pm - Alcoholics Anon

8
11:30 - 1:00 - Campus
Outreach

9
Father Jerry -- Silent Retreat

Father Jerry -- Silent Retreat

Father Jerry -- Vacation

Fr. Jerry -- Vacation



Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer’s Report this month
looks different as we are now using the
new software for generating reports.
As of April 30, 2007,approximately
33% of our budget for any line item
should have been used.We are ahead
on both our giving and expenses so far,
as we have contributed approximately
40% of the total budgeted income, and
our expenses are also approximately
40% overall.

Several expense items are above 33%,
but have included one time large
expenditures. Those items that con-
tributed to the higher percentages
include payment ofexpenses incurred
last year, advertising for a new adminis-
trative assistant,annual payment ofthe
copier lease and overages, duplicative
salary during training of the new
administrative assistant,replacement of
thermostats in the church, payment of
our annual outreach contributions,
upgraded computer software and tech-
nology, and the early purchase of
church school curriculum for next fall.

We thank members for their generous
giving the first four months ofthe year
- which continues to balance our budg-
et. Typically, the summer months are a
time of vacations for many, but the
expenses ofour church do not take a
vacation. Please help us continue to
have a balanced budget by keeping your
pledges current. If anyone has ques-
tions, please contact the church office
and I will get back to you.

% of

Jan - Apr 07 Budget Budget

Income
Contributions 80,974.68 197,252.00 41.05%

Diocesan Assistance 8,333.32 25,000.00 33.33%

Interest Income 205.84 1,700.00 12.11%

Misc Income 1,535.81 2,600.00 59.07%

Plate Offering 8,406.82 24,200.00 34.74%

Total Income $99,456.47 $250,752.00 39.66%

Expenses
Advertising/Promotional 1,399.06 1,800.00 77.73%

Cost of Labor 663.48 2,150.00 30.86%

Diocese Expenses 9,931.50 28,195.00 35.22%

Insurance Expense 2,082.05 5,350.00 38.92%

Interest Paid 84.01

Legal & Professional Fees 760.22 400.00 190.06%

Meals & Entertainment 92.62

Office Equipment 2,720.09 3,500.00 77.72%

Office/General Admin 4,133.14 6,500.00 63.59%

Outreach Expenses 6,027.19 10,150.00 59.38%

Prior Year Expenses 1,561.26

Repair & Maintenance 3,073.69 3,600.00 85.38%

Travel Expenses 0.00 1,400.00 0.0%

Utilities 3,974.94 10,150.00 39.16%

Worship, Music & School 4,391.57 7,525.00 58.36%

Payroll Expenses 58,448.43 169,519.00 34.48%

Total Expense $99,343.25 $250,239.00 39.7%
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Mark-us
Notes

Thompson ’s Phone 
For pastoral emergencies, contact Fr.

Thompson’s cell phone: 402-217-3010. If
you need to get in touch with another

member of the family, Carol’s cell phone
number is 402-617-8217.

Spring Cleaning? Drag out all those books that you no
longer need or want. Make room for new books. This
fall is the St. Mark's on the Campus Every-Other-
Year Book Sale.  We can help solve that book crowd-
ing problem. We also accept CDs and DVDs. Bring
them on down to the Undercroft to our storage space.
We will gladly accept all your donations. Those items
we do not sell will go to the Planned Parenthood book
blow-out. 

Ser mon Copies 
Sermons presented at St. Mark’s on the
Campus are always available as hard
copies in the Narthex and on our Web

site, stmarks-episcopal.org.

Summer Br eak
l After their June 30th practice, the

choir will take a summer break.

l May 27th is the last Bible Study
until it resumes next fall.

l Sunday School, Adult Forum, and
the Book Club are also taking a
summer break.

St. Mark’s on the Campus Book Group has finished for
this season. However, the group has chosen a book for
summer reading and discussion at its first gathering this
fall. The selection is a classic author’s less known novel --
Persuasionby Jane Austen.  

Usually the group meets at 3:00 on the third Sunday of
the month, September through April, and skipping one of
the winter months.  Check the September Lion’s Roarfor
an update on plans.  And plan to bring ideas for the new
season’s reading.B
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Ex er cise a t St. Da vid’ s
The exercise class at St. David’s con-

tinues:  M-W-F, 9:30 - 11 a.m.  It’s  
not too demanding, great fellowship,
easy parking. Come visit any time.

Recr uiting f or EFM!
Our Education For Ministry group has
four graduates this year:  John Flint,
Larry Reznicek, Sarah Grubb and  
Marie Odgers (from St. David’s).

Between now and July, Christine will be
looking for anyone interested in joining
the group. For more information, please

contact her at 486-3259.

You ar e needed!
The Gathering Place, at 15th and E

Streets, feeds the homeless and hungry.
St. Mark’s on the Campus volunteer

team works at the Gathering Place on
the 2nd Tuesday of each month, from
4:45 to 6:15 pm. We serve food, wash

dishes, and clean the facility. More teams
are needed. Mentors and trainers avail-
able. If you are interested, contact Anne

Puls (mandjpuls@ aol.com). Monastic Voca tion?
Single woman between the ages of 20

and 45 and considering a monastic
vocation? The Convent of St. Mary’s,
the oldest order of Episcopal sisters in

the US, is holding a Discovery
Weekend Aug. 17-19 in New York

State. More details are available on the
bulletin board outside the office.

During the 10:30 Eucharist on June
24th, we’ll be renewing our wedding

vows in thanksgiving to God for our 25
years of marriage. Please note that
gifts are not desired and we hope
that you will not bring them; the

greatest gift is being able to share this
time with all of you who hold such a

central place in our life.
Jerry & Carol Thompson

Responses Invited
By Mary Frances Schjonberg

[from the Episcopal News Service]

Episcopalians have begun responding to
questions in a study guide aimed at helping
the Episcopal Church consider the draft
version of a proposed Anglican Covenant.

Congregations, diocesan deputations to
General Convention, and individuals can
all submit comments between now and the
June 4 deadline.

House of Deputies President Bonnie
Anderson said on May 14 that some
General Convention deputations have
already met and formulated responses
with the help of the study guide.

Responses can be e-mailed to gcsecre-
tary@episcopalchurch.org, faxed to 212-
972-9322 or mailed to Draft Anglican
Covenant, The Office of the General
Convention, The Episcopal Church Center,
815 Second Ave, New York, NY10017.

The covenant study guide is not the only

such tool that members of the Episcopal
Church can expect to receive. At their
March meeting in Texas, the House of
Bishops asked its Theology Committee to
develop a study document for considera-
tion of the Primates' Communiqué. The
bishops anticipate this guide will be avail-
able by early June for use by bishops and
dioceses in preparation for the September
meeting of the House of Bishops.

Full story: www.episcopalchurch.org/

79901_86001_ENG_HTM.htm
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Sunday Ministerial Assignments

Remember , the
July 

ROAR DEADLINE 
is June 15

smoc.office
@stmarks-episcop al.org

June Birthdays
2 - Willa Toren
3 - Cody Waite

- Shane Spivey
4 - Jessica Karas

- Tim Hill
7 - Margie Kniep
8 - Cheryl Hejl

16 - Janet Davidson

18 - Opal Doerr
- Mollie Durham

19 - Mary Sneller
- Margaret Worth

23 - Jack Merritt
24 - Sarah Fairchild
26 - Maggie Fairchild

333333

333333

Date 3-June 10-June 17-June 24-June 1-July

8:30 RH/Acolyte Todd Sneller Marcia White John Flint Shirley Mills Yolanda Rolle

10:30 Chalice Bearer
Lay Eucharistic Minister

Shirley Mills Todd Sneller Don Gray Ardyce Welch Todd Sneller

Acolytes
Jonathan Cole

Samantha Karas
Michael Fairchild

Shirley Mills
Samantha Karas

Helen Pitts
Jonathan Cole

Michael Fairchild
Samantha Karas

Shirley Mills

Ushers
Susan Ugai

Michelle Waite
Bob Stock
Lisa Sutton

Dennis Alfrey
Michelle Waite

Doug Durham
Susan Rehn

Dean Settle
Susan Ugai

Lector (OT) Jeanine Jewell Laura Waldman Shirley Mills Sarah Fairchild Ray Lowther

Epistler Colleen Baade Peg Sheldrick Jeanne Vannorsdall Michelle Waite Sara Toren

Intercessor Pamela Starr Pippa Lawson Susan Rehn Dean Settle Bob Stock

Greeter Joyce Wagner JoAnn Hruban Jim Karas Dennis Alfrey Susan Musick

Coffee Host Kelly Grey Carlisle Judy Magnusson Nan Graf Carol Thompson Jim Karas

Bread Baker Laura Waldman Nancy Brown Loris Purtzer Kathy Schmutte Laura Waldman

Alt ar Guild Joyce Wagner Don Gray Joyce Wagner Kathy Schmutte Opal Doerr

Tellers
Michelle Waite
Doug Durham

Anne Puls
Shirley Mills

Andrea Nelson
Richard Toren

Stan Sipple
Michelle Waite

Doug Durham
Leroy Svec


