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From the Rector
By Father Jerry Thompson

Dear Friends,

Recently Carol and I were
cleaning out the garage, and
preparing it so that her car
would fit into it duting the
winter. Of course we had let the
task go longer than was ideal,
so we grabbed the opportunity
when mother nature gave us a
60 degree day in the midst of
days regularly falling in the 30
and 40 degree range. TIve
cleaned the garage alone
sometimes in the past, and I
was struck by how much more
I enjoyed the task doing it
together with Carol (as is true
about most things in my life!).
As we were hoisting ladders
onto walls and moving bicycles
down to the basement and
sweeping leaves off the garage
floor, I found myself thinking
of Advent.

Advent is a time of preparation,
too, as we prepare for the
coming of Christ We don’t
know all that Christs coming
will bring any more than we
know what winter will bring.

Scripture provides us with lots
of images, of course, as a way
of living into a reality that will
one day come upon us “like a
thief in the night,” a storm that
seems to come out of nowhere
and brings with it more than
we expect.

Many of those scriptural images
have to do with preparation.
Preparing ourselves now so that
were more ready when the
time comes. Some of that
preparation is a solitary task, as
we explore with God the
movements of our individual
hearts,. And some of it is
corporate, where together we
form communities of shared
fellowship and shared prepara-
tion, communities that reflect
the reign of God in which we
long to live fully one day — and
in which God promises we will
live.

I pray that we have a blessed
Advent as we look ahead to the
coming of Christ,
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by Kate Braestrup.

THE DEACON'S DOOR by christine Grosh

Deacon’s Activities: great conversations, CPR & first aid classes at Bryan Hospital, Annual Council
and a painfully honest but lovely book about ministry found at the public library: Here If You Need Me

The Presiding Bishop will be at the Qwest Center in Omaha on March 27th for dinner and dialogue
about the Tri-Faith Initiative. Perhaps you've read in the Nebraska Episcopalian about this Initiative
to build a worship center that will include space for Muslims, Jews and Christians. At Annual Council
we met the executive director of the Tri-Faith Initiative. She would like to have students volunteer to
help that day. We'll keep you posted as we learn more about the event and how we can help.
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i The Rector Speaks y
] About Annual Council I
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= Diocesan Annual Council is a gathering each year of all the parishes-!
| within the diocese, comprised of all clergy and lay representatives I
. from every parish. Together we celebrate the work of the diocesan |
! family, conduct business, elect people to bodies that continue I

working in between councils, and offer the opportunity for people I
. who don’t see each other that often to reconnect. .

| This year St. Mark’s on the Campus gave a presentation about I
 Campus Ministry, both as a way to inform the diocesan family and to |
! highlight it as a diocesan ministry, not simply a parish ministry.
| Other highlights included: I

* & The Bishop informing the Council that Executive Commission is *
I considering forming a diocesan Commission for Campus Ministry I

b The announcement that a full-time Youth and Young Adult |
- Minister will be added to diocesan staff .

! % The publicizing of an effort by a youth within the diocese to raise I

funds for Free Wheelchair Mission, an organization that provides |
. free wheelchairs worldwide to those in need. Each chair costs the .
| donor only approximately $53. |

i %  The announcement that a Deacon within the diocese, Betsy ,
! Bennett, is establishing “Green Sprouts,” a diocesan effort to move I
I parishes to go green

= &% |nforming the diocesan family that a legal motion had been filed -
| earlier that week to claim the property of St. Barnabas in Omaha, I
i which is leaving The Episcopal Church. '

- ®  The announcement that the first public event of the Tri-Faith -

| Initiative will take place on March 27, 2009, when the Presiding |

- Bishop and leaders from the Jewish and Muslim faiths will gather in -
Omaha for worship and a public dinner and forum

% The announcement that the Presiding Bishop will be visiting the "
- diocese in late October 2009 or late March 2010 for several days of -
| events.

i Next year’s Council will be held in North Platte November 6-8. If you
. are interested in attending as a delegate from SMOC, please contact .
| Fr. Thompson. |

| - |

ADULT FORUM INVITATION

A Scenario: You've accepted Jesus as your
Savior, you've committed to participation in the life
of the church, developed a working knowledge of
the Bible, giving alms, praying and serving. What
do you have to look forward to?

Answer: Spiritual growth, and perhaps even a
Divine Inner Marriage. Come to Adult Forum in
Advent to learn and discuss.

gl e

Order Poinsettias
Your Name:
Address:
Telephone:
Email:

for Christmas

Number of Poinsettias being ordered
x $15.00 = Total $

Make checks payable to St. Mark’s on the
Campus. Please include this form with
your payment, so we know we have the
right information for the dedications.

Please note your dedication for each
Poinsettia that you order:

| would like to contribute $
to the cost of the 2008 Christmas greens.
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The
Curate's
Closet
by
Father Ryan Hall

Warning:
The Following Might Not
Be Suitable for Children.

I have news for you: the church
usually does not do things like
normal people do things.

One example of this is that the
calendar of the church year is
slightly different than the
normal everyday calendar. The
beginning of the church year
does not start on January 1st, but
rather on the first Sunday of
Advent. Advent originally
evolved as a Lenten-like period of
fasting and waiting for the
coming of the Christ child on
Christmas. The idea of an Advent
fast has largely ceased in
America, probably in no small
part due to the fact that secular
Christmas has become a month
long holiday extravaganza of
cookies, candy, and all out
Yuletide celebrations - beginning
some time around or before
Thanksgiving.

If you ask children (young or old)
to name some things that come to
mind when you say the word
“Christmas,” the name and
person of Santa Claus is likely to
be at the top, or near the top, of
any such list. American Santa
Claus is decked out in red with a
white, poofy ball on the end of an
oddly pointy elf hat. He's always
carrying a big bag of toys, and as
the traditional depiction goes,
rides around in a sleigh led by
flying reindeer and goes down
chimneys on Christmas Eve to
deliver gifts to the good - and
lumps of coal and switches to the
bad - boys and girls.

Many people (usually grumpy
adults) think that Santa Claus is
simply a myth made up to foster
greed and avarice in young
children who are vulnerable to
the materialistic excesses of our
culture. Perhaps, in some way,
contemporary Santa Claus has
turned into that, but I would
argue that there is nothing
particularly wrong with contem-
porary Santa Claus as you see
him in his original form. He's a
jolly old tradition, and (believe it
or not) is not nearly as secular a
figure as you might think. In his
original form, in fact, he and his
message are actually one of
Christianity's enduring legacies
to our culture.

The other name for Santa Claus
belies his origins in Christianity:
Saint Nick, or more properly
Saint Nicholas. Saint Nicholas
was a Christian bishop in
modern day Turkey who lived
from around AD 270 to December
6th, 343. The 6th of December is
still commemorated as his feast
day on the church's calendar. St.
Nicholas is remembered for many
miracles, and is known in
iconography as St. Nicholas the
Wonder Worker.

Perhaps the most famous story
that church tradition gives to us
is of the good bishop's charitable
work concerning three daughters
whose father had no dowry and
were facing the strong possibility
of having to live on the streets. To
save both the daughters and the
father from the shame of having
to accept charity, Nicholas under
the cover of darkness threw three
bags of gold coins into the
window of the house where the
family lived.

Much of what we see in contempo-
rary depictions of Santa Claus is
derived from his Christian
history. One later version of the
story tells of Nicholas throwing
the bags of coins down the
chimney, from which we get the
modern story of Santa Claus

coming down the chimney on
Christmas Eve. Likewise, you can
see if you stand up the stereotypi-
cal Santa hat that it has a strong
resemblance to the pointy hat
(called a miter) that the bishop
wears when he visits. Even the
color red is a derivative of the
imperial colors that bishops of
this era wore, as can be seen in
many Orthodox icons depicting
Saint Nicholas. Even the name
of “Santa Claus” is the early
American colonial attempt that
subsequently stuck at pronounc-
ing the name Sinterklaas, which
is the Dutch word for Saint
Nicholas.

Thus, when your children begin
to think they are too old for
Santa Claus, or Sinterklaas, or
Saint Nicholas, and that he is
not real, you do not have to lie to
them because Saint Nicholas is
very real and is still praying for
us, that we might likewise show
generosity to those who need our
help and to do so not for our own
glory but the greater glory of God
in thanksgiving for the coming of
the incarnation, the Christ child
we will all soon celebrate who
brings with him our redemption.

This Advent, I invite you to reflect
on the true meaning of Saint
Nicholas' life and mission as a
Christian, a mission I think we
would be hard pressed not to
adopt as our own and is best
summed up by the collect prayer
for the Feast Day of Saint
Nicholas:

“Almighty God, in your love you
gave your servant Nicholas of
Myra a perpetual name for deeds
of kindness both on land and
sea: Grant, we pray, that your
Church may never cease to work
for the happiness of children, the
safety of sailors, the relief of the
poor, and the help of those tossed
by tempests of doubt or grief;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.”
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FiinancialiReport

2008 2008 2008

Ligell= OCT YTD BUDGET
Contributions
- Pledge contributions 13,886 175,594 217,728
- Designated Income (80) (540) 0
- Plate offering, general 480 7,558 21,460
- Easter Offering 0 508 1.069
- Christmas Offering 0 0 3,235
- Flower Income 100 995 1,750
Total Contribution Income 14,387 184,113 245,242
Diocesan Assistance
- Grant in Aid 2,083 22,917 25,000
- *Curate Support 16,139 48,418 64,558
- Insurance Subsidy, Rector 2,349 9,126 9,126
Total Diocesan Assistance 20,572 80,461 98,684
Other Income
- Interest Income 77 1,925 3,869
- Other Income 107 2,658 2,000
- Transmittal Funds 7 97 0
- Transfer from Restricted 0 0 4,330
TOTAL INCOME $35150 $ 269,254 $ 354,125

2008 2008 2008

ECENES OCT YTD BUDGET
Advertising / Promotional 222 2,750 3,550
Campus Ministry 268 1,935 6,100
Continuing Ed / Sabbatical 0 1,915 2,850
Diocese Asking 2,534 25,342 30,410
Education Expenses 0 1,868 2,850
Ed - Youth Special Projects 0 (-307) 0
Insurance 0 4,761 5,559
Kitchen Supplies (-16 438 600
Labor, Advertising 0 295 600
Lay Ministry Expenses 0 43 150
Legal and Professional Fees 0 349 450
Misc Expenses 7 253 720
Office Equipment 136 3,239 3,350
Office / General Admin 420 6,404 8,170
Outreach 2,200 4,461 4,400
Repair & Maintenance 54 2,755 3,050
Travel 0 80 1,750
Utilities 297 9,669 10,600
Worship and Music 244 3,016 4,280
Payroll Expenses 25247 219,136 258,190
Expenses To be covered by Restricted Funds
Capital Items, budgeted 0 1,668 2,400
Renovation, Budgeted 0 2,078 1,500
Memorial Fund Expense 0 330 330
Worship - Special Music Events 0 100 100
TOTAL EXPENSES $31,614 $292,579 $ 351,959

Net income minus expenses $3536  ($23,325 $2,166

* Assumes 4th gtr 2008 Curate support will be received prior to the
end of the year.

BREAKING NEWS

St. Mark's on the Campus will have a special
meeting for all parishiners to discuss the
situation with the budget for 2009. It will
be held after the 12:00 service on Dec. 14th

in the lounde. It is necessary to hold this
important meeting prior to the Vestry
meeting on December 17th, in which the
2009 budget will be presented. All are

encouraded to attend and provide input.

stmarks-episcopal.org/

CaLLIng ALL ST. MARK's
Proressors anp TA’s

SMOC is blessed with many professors and
TA's in the congregation -- math, physics,
English, music, religion -- we've got quite the
braintrust! As you know, we're rapidly
approaching the end of the school year and the
holidays. What better gift could you give UNL
students than two hours of your time to help
them prepare for their final exams or papers?
(OK, your students would say an A+ is a better
gift, but just ignore them).

We hope to hold a "tutoring blitz" here at St.
Mark's one night during Dead Week or Finals.
All of our professors would show up one night
to provide tutoring to any student who shows
up. We'll advertise it on campus and the UNL
listserv. We'll provide you and them with free
food, drinks, coffee, and WiFi. All you have to
do is show up from 7-gpm.

If you're interested in giving two hours of your
time for this service, please email me at
kgrey2@unl.edu with: your name, the nights
during Finals or Dead Week you would be free
(we'll only schedule one blitz night, so it would
be helpful to have more than one option from
each of you), and the general subject area you
teach.
Thank you! Kelly Grey Carlisle

402.474.1979




St. Mark’s on the Campus * Oct 26 - Dec 6, 2008

SUNDAY

8:30 & 10:30 Holy Eucharist

5:00 Canterbury Club
700 pm - Study Lounge

MONDAY

Fr Ryan Day Off

5:00 pm Finance
Advisory Committee
Meeting

TUESDAY

12:30 pm - Holy Eucharist
in Main Chapel

4:30 pm - Evening Prayer

WEDNESDAY

Fr. Jerry Day Off
Jail -n- Bail
4:30 pm - Evening Prayer

5:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal
7:30 pm - Study Lounge

THURSDAY

4:30 pm - Evening Prayer
5 -6 pm - Alcoholics Anon

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Cursillo
Secretariat
Meeting

7:00 pm - Knitting Group
NOON

7 MINISTRY FAIR
8:30 & 10:30 Holy Eucharist
Noon Bible Studie w/Sidnie

1:30 Youth Brownie Prep
5:00 Canterbury Club
7:00 pm - Knitting Group

8

Fr Ryan Day Off

9 Gathering Place

12:30 pm - Holy Eucharist
in Main Chapel

4:30 pm - Evening Prayer

10

Fr. Jerry Day Off

4:30 pm - Evening Prayer
5:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal

Nebraska Bookstore Book Buy Back

1

4:30 pm - Evening Prayer
5 -6 pm - Alcoholics Anon

in front of Church

UNL DEAD WEEK - Study Lounge Sunday thru Thursday 7-11 pm

12

12

ROAR
DEADLINE

:30 - Campus

Outreach Mtg

13

Nat’l Fed for
the Blind Mtg

14,

8:30 & 10:30 Holy Eucharist

eliver Brownies

Church Budget Mtg

5:00 Canterbury Club
7:00 pm - Knitting Group

15

Fr Ryan Day Off

16

12:30 pm - Holy Eucharist
in Main Chapel

4:30 pm - Evening Prayer

17

4:30 pm - Evening Prayer
5:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal
6:30 - Vestry Mtg

Nebraska Bookstore Book Buy Back
UNL FINALS WEEK - Study Lounge Sunday thru Th

18

Fr. Jerry Day Off
4:30 pm - Evening Prayer
5 - 6 pm - Alcoholics Anon
in front of Church

ursday 7-11 pm

19

20

7:30 - 9:00
Mens
Breakfast

21

8:30 & 10:30 Holy Eucharist
Noon Bible Studie w/Sidnie

5:00 Canterbury Club
700 pm - Study Lounge
7:00 pm - Knitting Group

22

Fr Ryan Day Off

23

12:30 pm - Holy Eucharist
in Main Chapel

24

7:00 pm and
11:00 pm
CHRISTMAS
EVE SERVICE

OFFICE CLOSED - No Eveni
UNL and LPS WINTER Break

25

5 -6 pm - Alcoholics Anon

26

ng Prayer

27

28

8:30 & 10:30 Holy Eucharist
NO Bible Studie w/Sidnie

29

30

12:30 pm - Holy Eucharist
in Main Chapel

31

OFFICE CLOSED - No Evening Prayer
; UNL and LPS WINTER Break

JAN 1

5 - 6 pm - Alcoholics Anon

2

4

8:30 & 10:30 Holy Eucharist
Noon Bible Studie w/Sidnie

5:00 Canterbury Club
700 pm - Study Lounge
7:00 pm - Knitting Group

5

Fr Ryan Day Off

6

12:30 pm - Holy Eucharist
in Main Chapel

4:30 pm - Evening Prayer

7

Fr. Jerry Day Off

4:30 pm - Evening Prayer
5:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal
7:30 pm - Study Lounge

8

4:30 pm - Evening Prayer
5 - 6 pm - Alcoholics Anon

10

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Adult Forum and Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.

SUNDAY SERVICES: Holy Eucharist - 8:30 am and 10:30 am

BIBLE STUDY WITH SIDNIE: Sunday mornings following the 10:30 am Eucharist
WEEKDAY HOLY EUCHARIST: Every Tuesday at 12:30 pm in the Main Chapel
EVENING PRAYER: 4:30 pm on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday in the Chapel

CANTERBURY CLUB: Sunday nights - 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm

STUDY LOUNGE: Sunday and Wednesday nights - 7:00 pm to 11:00 pm

KNITTING GROUP: Sunday nights - 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm

stmatks-episcopal.org/
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JTUDY LOUNGE
HAS EXTRA HOURS!

We will be open extra nights
during Dead Week (Sun, Dec 7th
thru Thurs, Dec 11th) and each
night of Finals Week (Sun, Dec
14th thru Thurs, Dec 18th).

The Study Lounge is in need of
snacks in individual servings
such as Chex Mix, yogurt, chips,
and other munchies - especially
for these critical study times.

MARIS-UY]
NOIEY]

DESSERT
POTLUCK
Cof fee hour on Christmas
Eve will include a dessert
potluck af ter each service.
Please bring your favorite
dessert to ghare!

7 BIBLE STUDY
WITH SIDNIE
Join us after the 10:30

Eucharist on Dec 7th,
and Dec 21st as we
continue our study of
St.Paul’s letter to the

If you would like to be one of
our Study Lounge volunteers,
please sign up on the office
door (including a cell phone and
email address where you can
be reached) or contact Kelly at

kgrey2@unl.edu. N Romans. /

HOLIDAY HUGS WELCOME

During Advent, $t. Mark's will once again collect
hats, underwear, gloves, and socks (HUGS). Mittens
and scarves are welcome, too. Your warmth--and
theirs-- will be much appreciated by the people
staying at the City Mission. Donation boxes are
located near the church entrance and in the lounge.

BOOK CLUB
St. Mark's Book Discussion Group does not
meet in December. We will start up again in
January on the 18th. We will meet at Susan
Steinegger's at 601 Mulder Dr. at 3:00. The
book to be discussed is The 13th Tale by
Diane Setterfield.

MEN'S
BREAKFAST
The next gathering of
the Mens Breakfast
Group will be on
Saturday Dec 20th.
We will be reading
“Surprised by Hope” by

N.T. Wright.

FOOD PANTRY

Thank you to everyone, who
helped with the needs for the
Pantry. The shelves are fairly
full again and it is because of
the response we got from our
plea for help. In this time
when everything is more
expensive, | really appreciate
your adding the Pantry needs
to your own. Do check the
website periodically, as we
may again run into some hard
times.

Have you ever thought you
might like to help out at the
Gathering Place but never
done anything about it? If so,
now is the time to let us
know. We could use 2-4 more
volunteers for our Tuesday
night serving at the Gathering
Place. It is an easy volunteer
job. You only serve once a
quarter and that work lasts
from 5:00 p.m. until about
6:30 p.m. If you are interest-
ed, please contacat Anne
Puls at 483-6860 or the
church office, 474-1979.
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Dec Birthdays

01 - Pamela Starr
02 - Bob Stock

- Richard DeFusco
05 - Michael Fairchild
07 - Alexander Vannorsdall
09 - Hunter von Holt
11 - Shana Durham
15 - Taavi Cyd Sirota
21 - Lucy Webster
22- Mark Sellmyer
23 - Don Tilley
25 - Don Gray
30 - Pat Talbott

MEmoriAaL Winbows

Julee Lowe’s has been accepted, and will
add color to the nave and sanctuary
windows. YOU can participate in this
project. Each of the sixteen Memorial
Windows will cost $2000. For this, you
would be the sole designator to name a
memorial window. You can also desig-
nate a portion of a memorial window for
$500 or multiples thereof. Ten (and one
quarter) windows have already been
committed to. For more information on
this project contact Bob Kuzelka by email
rkuzelkai@unl.edu, or phone 475-0221.

BOOKS !

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

to use the snow blowing machine fo
remove snow from the walkways
before 9:00 am on weekdays and
before 8:00 am Sunday mornings.
Please contact the office if you are
available to provide this assistance.

DELIVERY OF BROWNIES
delivery of pre-ordered Sarnd Art Brownies will
e Dec 14th. A amll ninber of extra jars will
e available for sale alag with items mede by

3-5th grade. A thank you to Russ's, HVes,
Super Saver and WalMbart for donatians.

MINISTLRY FAIDR

St Marks on the Campus Needs You!!!
Have you considered becoming an Acolyte, Usher,
or performing another service for the church? Do
you know what’s available and where your talents
might be used? On Sunday, December 7th, we will
hold a Ministry Fair in the Lounge before and after
the 10:30 Eucharist. We will ask you to complete a
survey about the ministries you are currently
involved in - and what you might be interested in
doing in the future. Various lay ministries will be
represented, and you will have the opportunity to
ask questions and sign up to become involved.
There are many ways you can help - please join us
on Dec 7th to find out which works best for you!

BOOKS ! BOOKS !

It is that time again! As you enter the holiday season, create a 1ittle room in your

life by sorting through the accumulation of books in your abode. Select those you wish

to share with others, pack themup and bring them to St. Mark’s, inorder for us to have

them for our annual book sale. Place them in the 1ittle roomoff the undercroft.
Thank you. Andrea Nelson and David Pitts, Book Sale Committee .

stmarks-episcopal.org/
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Sunday Ministerial Assighments

Date 7-Dec 14-Dec 21-Dec 24-Dec - 7pm | 24 Dec - 11pm 28-Dec 4-Jan
2 Advent 3 Advent 4 Advent Christmas Eve | Christmas Eve | 1 Christmas | 2 Christmas
8:30 RH/Acolyte John Flint Jonathan Sara Toren None Thurifer John Flint  |[Jonathan Jones
Jones Todd Sneller
10:30 Chalice Bearer | - oo | Jeff Sneller Don Gray Don Gray Don Gray | Don Gray | Jeff Sneller
Eucharistic Minister
Acolvtes Mary Lutz Mary Lutz Todd Sneller Jeff Sneller Helen Pitts Don Nelson Todd Sneller
y Don Nelson Don Gray |Samantha Karas NEEDED Don Nelson | Mitchell Karas Mary Lutz
Ushers Dennis Alfrey Lisa Sutton Michelle Waite Bob Stock Nora Pitts Bob Stock Dennis Alfrey
Dave Sellmyer Bob Stock Susan Ugai Dean Settle Susan Ugai Roger Wait Dean Settle
Lector (OT) Jonathan Jones | Roger Wait | Colleen Baade | Sarah Fairchild | Peg Sheldrick | Pippa Lawson Opal Doerr
. Donna .
Epistler Doug Durham Sara Toren Opal Doerr . Pamela Starr |Jeanine Jewell| Ray Lowther
Harler-Smith
Intercessor Pippa Lawson Donna Doug Durham Dean Settle Kelly Grey Bob Stock Don Nelson
PP Harler-Smith 9 Carlisle
R Kelly Grey .
Greeter Andrea Nelson |Joyce Wagner| JoAnn Hruban David Pitts Carlisle Jim Karas Doug Durham
Coffee Host Jeanne Nancy Brown Jim Karas Opal Doerr John Orr Carol Peg Sheldrick
Vannorsdall Thompson

Bread Baker

Loris Purtzer

Nancy Brown

Kathy Schmutte

Laura Waldman

Laura Waldman

Loris Purtzer

Nancy Brown

Altar Guild Opal Doerr [ Joyce Wagner | Kathy Schmutte Opal Doerr Don Gray Joyce Wagner |Kathy Schmutte
Tellers Larry Krebsbach | Doug Durham Leroy Svec None Andrea Nelson | Doug Durham Anne Puls
Anne Puls Richard Toren Anne Puls Michelle Waite | Richard Toren Leroy Svec

J

N\

PHONE:

THE MAIN CHAPEL 1s OPEN FOR PRAYER
Durine RecuLAr Orrice Hours:
Monpay THRU FRIDAY 9 am - 4 pm

(402) 474-1979
smoc.office@stmarks-episcopal.org

N
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