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Images of Glory coming in April 

Images of Glory is an exhibition that 

showcases religious icons created by 

Omaha artist Jane TanCreti and two of her 

students. More than twenty works will be 

on display in the Parish Hall, beginning with 

a First Friday opening reception from 4:00 

to 6:00 p.m. on April 5.  

The artist will hold a workshop on writing 

religious icons* from 9:30 a.m.- noon on 

April 6. Following the 10:30 a.m. service on 

April 7, Fr. Jerry will give a talk on praying 

with religious icons. The exhibit will hang 

throughout the month of April.   

Use the sign-up sheet outside the office to 

reserve a spot for the icon workshop. You 

can support the event by inviting friends to 

come view the exhibit, providing 

refreshments, serving as hosts for the 

opening reception, taking part in the 

Saturday workshop, and/or Fr. Jerry’s talk.  

* Even though religious icons are created by applying paint to a surface, in America, an artist 

is said to “write” an icon, in part because each religious icon tells a story.  

Refugee Ministries at St. Mark’s 
In 2015-2016, Nebraska led the nation in resettlement of the most refugees per 

capita of any state in the nation.  Lincoln is one of the nation’s largest resettlement 

areas for Asian refugees and immigrants. Considered one of the most welcoming 

cities in the country, Lincoln is home to refugees and immigrants from over 40 

different countries. 

Both our refugee families are doing very well. Our Karen family, Pay Pay, Paw Ku, 

Aymia and Ehbudopaw, all have their Green Cards – an achievement celebrated with 

several St. Mark’s parishioners on October 6, 2018. Having Green Cards, they are no 

longer considered to be refugees by the United States government.  We are so proud 

them!  

Our new Ukrainian families are also doing well. Olekzandr has been working for 

several months with a carpentry firm, while his wife, Yullia, works part-time three 

evenings a week cleaning office buildings.  Serhii is in a training program that will 

Easter  
Services 

Schedule on 
Page 7 

“Mother of Tenderness” written by Jane TanCreti 
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lead to a full-time 

position by early 

spring. His wife, 

Vira, is busy at 

home looking 

after their five 

children.  Two of 

the children are in 

middle school, one 

is in elementary 

school, and the 

two youngest are 

still at home. The 

entire family 

regularly attends 

English classes.  

 

Pancake Sunday on March 3rd 
You, your family, and friends are all invited to enjoy pancakes & toppings and coffee 

& conversation! Come to St. Mark’s on the Campus, 1309 R Street Sunday, March 3, 

2019 for Pancake Sunday! Pancakes will be served after the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 

a.m. services until approximately 1:00 p.m. Free will donations will benefit a charity 

to be designated by the Sunday School youth.  

Hospitality Happens Here 

Welcoming visitors is everyone’s 

responsibility 

The Communication Committee  

and the Hospitality Committee invite you to 

have a  

bowl of soup 

and learn how we can be a more 

welcoming congregation 

on Sunday, March 10, 2019 

following the 10:30 a.m. Service 
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UNL Chamber Singers at St. Mark’s 
The UNL Chamber Singers fill St. Mark’s on the Campus Chapel with beautiful music 

while they practice on most Friday afternoons during the academic year. Their first 

concert of the spring semester, on March 3, will highlight music of young, living 

composers born after 1980, including several UNL alums.  

Come hear the UNL Chamber Singers at their Spring Concert titled “Miracles” on 

Sunday, March 3rd at 7:30 p.m. The concert is free & open to the public. For 

additional information, go to: music.unl.edu. 

Lent Madness Comes to St. Mark’s 
Each year, Forward Movement presents Lent 

Madness, a weird and wonderful tournament of 32 

holy men and holy women vying for your vote to win 

the coveted Golden Halo. Throughout Lent, you get 

to read daily blogs about two saints and decide which 

one should advance to the next round. Voting takes 

place online, via the Lent Madness web 

site, www.lentmadness.org or via the Lent Madness 

Facebook page. 

 

Now, St. Mark's on the Campus is offering you the 

chance to fill out your own saintly bracket and submit 

it, with your best guess as to how the match-ups will 

turn out and who will win the Golden Halo. Get it 

right-- or come the closest-- and you will win St. 

Mark's own fabulous Lent Madness Prize Package. 

(Bear in mind, "fabulous" is a relative term.) Bracket 

forms are available on the office shelf or can be 

downloaded from the Lent Madness website. Turn in 

your completed bracket form before Ash 

Wednesday, March 6th, to the office or to Peg 

Sheldrick. 

The bulletin board outside the kitchen has been designated as SMOC's official Lent 

Madness Headquarters, complete with a giant Bracket Poster as well as background 

information on the competition, not to mention a Saintly Scorecard booklet you can 

borrow to learn about this year's field of competitors. Any resemblance to a certain 

sporting competition is entirely intentional. No basketballs were harmed in the 

making of this Lenten discipline. 

Once Lent Madness is over, try “Fifty Days of Fabulous,” another daily devotional 

from Forward Movement. According to their website, Fifty Days is “a way… to 

celebrate rebirth, light, resurrection, surprise, joy, and the triumph of life over death. 

In the daily reflections, based on scripture, saints, art, music, and whatever else 

inspires our fabulous contributors, we hope to invite our readers into this amazing 

party that is the Feast of the Resurrection.” Visit https://50days.org/ to join in the 

celebration.  

http://www.lentmadness.org/
https://50days.org/
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Take the Easter Creation Challenge 
So many invitations! You are also invited to help create artwork to 

occupy the walls of the nave during Easter, when the Stations of the 

Cross plaques are taken down. The Easter Creation Challenge is this:  

Take home one of the 8" x 8" canvas panels provided by SMOC and 

marked with the simple outline of a Chrismon (a symbol for Christ) -

- specifically, either a shell or a baptismal font. Decorate the symbol 

using the medium of your choice. You’re welcome to apply other 

materials to the panel, but the background should remain white and 

the panel should be able to hang on the wall.  

To obtain a panel, contact Peg Sheldrick, shelarts@aol.com. Panels 

will be accompanied by guidelines and should be returned by Palm 

Sunday. These festive creations will be in place during the Easter 

season. NOTE: Canvas panels are basically panel board covered 

with treated canvas. They are flat and lightweight.  

A Deeper Look at the Seasons   
With the seasons of Advent, Christmas and Epiphany in the past, we are entering the 

second cycle of preparation, celebration and revelation of the church year: Lent, 

Easter, and Pentecost. 

Lent:  Lent grew out of the early church’s custom of a time of preparation for 

baptism and a time of penance for sinners. It lasts forty days (not counting 

Sundays), which reminds us of the forty days Jesus spent in the wilderness being 

tempted and preparing for his ministry.  

Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, is a day of penance during 

which we are reminded that God made humans from the dust of 

the earth. The ashes are a sign of our mortality and penitence. 

During the service the priest makes a cross on your forehead 

with ashes. These ashes were made by burning the blessed 

palms from the last Palm Sunday. The ashes are then mixed 

with a little of the oil used for anointing at baptism, reminding 

us of our own baptism.  

During Lent, purple is used to 

symbolize penitence and royalty. 

The purple altar frontal for Lent 

features a crown of thorns and 

three areas of gold that remind 

us of the coming light of Easter 

and the empty tomb.  

On Fridays during Lent, it is our 

custom to pray the Stations of 

the Cross.  The stations recall the 

events of Jesus’ last day on earth 

in human form. (See left.) 

Every Friday of Lent, we will mark the 

Stations of the Cross at 12:15 p.m. in the 

Main Chapel. During this thirty-minute 

devotional, we hear once again of Jesus’ walk 

to Calvary. We offer prayers to God in 

thanksgiving for this great gift and ask for 

renewed hearts and a renewed creation. Lent 

begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6, so our 

first Stations of the Cross will be Friday, March 

8, and continue through Good Friday, April 19. 

Although the Stations of the Cross is a simple 

devotional, it is a moving and helpful way to 

keep the Lenten season. 
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Five and a half weeks after Ash Wednesday, we arrive at Holy Week. During Holy 

Week, we walk through the events of the last week of Jesus’ life.  We begin on Palm 

Sunday with a palm procession, which reminds us of Christ’s triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem.  We also hear the story of the Passion. 

On Maundy Thursday, the first of three days of solemn services, we remember that 

Jesus ate the Passover meal with his disciples. During this meal he instituted the 

Eucharist and took on a servant’s role when he washed the disciples’ feet.  He then 

gave the disciples a new commandment: that they love one another. This 

commandment is the reason the day is called Maundy Thursday.  Maundy comes 

from the Latin word mandatum, which means command. 

When the Eucharist is over, it is the custom to “strip the altar.” Everything is 

removed, leaving the chancel area bare.  Then the Gethsemene Watch (also called 

the Maundy Thursday Vigil) begins.  Participants take turns throughout the night, 

spending at least one hour in prayer and meditation.  This recalls Jesus’ rebuke to 

his disciples: “Can you not stay awake for one hour?” 

On Good Friday, we commemorate the crucifixion and death of Jesus.  It is important 

because it reminds us of his sacrifices and suffering. This is the only day of the year 

that Eucharist is not celebrated.  If communion is served, it comes from the reserve 

sacrament. Crosses are draped in black and clergy do not wear stoles or other 

vestments. They wear their black cassocks. When communion is served from the 

reserved sacrament, black eucharistic vestments may be worn. 

❖ Easter:  The first service of Easter is the 

Easter Vigil between sunset Holy Saturday and 

sunrise Easter morning. The vigil sometimes 

begins outside, where the Pascal candle is 

blessed and lit. The candle is then brought into 

the church. The lessons for this service remind 

us of the way God has interceded on our behalf 

throughout history. The vigil is a traditional time 

for baptisms, marking our new life in Christ. 

The season of Easter (or Eastertide) lasts from 

Easter Sunday to Pentecost, a period of fifty days 

during which we celebrate the resurrection of 

Jesus and his appearances to the disciples and 

followers. The color of the season is white, 

symbolizing purity and celebration. Our altar 

frontal features symbols of the resurrection that 

were chosen by the congregation, including 

butterflies and lilies. (Holy Week & Easter 

schedule on page 7.)  

Pentecost: On Pentecost, we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit to the 

disciples.  We hear the gospel read in several languages, reminding us that the 

disciples’ preaching was understood in many languages. If you speak a second 

language and you’re willing to read the gospel in that language, let the office know 
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that you’d like to participate.  

The color for Pentecost is red, symbolizing joy and the fire of the Spirit. St. Mark’s 

frontal for Pentecost looks like flames and contains the signatures of church 

members at the time the frontal was made. Pentecost is also considered the birthday 

of the church, so here’s an IDEA -- let’s all wear red on Pentecost, June 9th, to 

celebrate the birthday of the church!  

Sacred Arts Updates 
• Images of Glory icon exhibit in April – 

see page 1 and example, right. 

• St. Mark’s is hoping to hold a quilt 

exhibit later this year. If you would 

like to be involved, contact Peg 

Sheldrick, Connie Backus-Yoder, Jenn 

Cejda, or Natalie Shepard. 

• St. Mark’s is reaching out to planners 

shaping the city’s Arts District to find 

out how SMOC may be able to 

collaborate with other engaged parties 

on planning or events related to the 

effort. 

• The Irving student art show we had 

planned for March will be rescheduled. 

The weather cancellations and other 

school year surprises have made it hard to get a show organized for the time 

frame we first discussed. Jenn Cejda is keeping in contact with the teachers. 

Spring Clean-Up 
We are so lucky that Jim Karas has volunteered to start the long-overdue job of 

painting the trim work in the courtyard as soon as spring weather is here. Let’s take 

care of the smaller clean-up jobs before he begins this momentous task. Plan to join 

us on Sunday, March 24th, after the 10:30 service -- wear your jeans to church! 

There are both indoor and outdoor tasks, so even bad weather won’t stop us!  

Check the list of tasks posted by the office & bring relevant gear/tools. For any 

willing hands unable to help on March 24th, there are tasks on the list that you can 

accomplish individually. The more, the merrier, and the better our church will look! 

Bishop Barker to Visit on March 31 
Our Bishop, the Rt. Rev. J. Scott Barker, will be visiting St. Mark’s on the Campus on 

Sunday, March 31! He will preside and preach at both the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

eucharists, and we will welcome him with a pot luck after the 10:30 service. Watch 

the bulletins for more details! 

Icon written by Jane TanCreti 
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Lent and Holy Week Schedule 

 March 6 Ash Wednesday............... 12:30 p.m. 

    ................. 7:00 p.m. 

 March 8 - April 19 Stations of the Cross ....... 12:15 p.m. 

 April 14 Palm Sunday .................... 8:30 a.m. 

    .................. 10:30 a.m. 

 April 18 Maundy Thursday .............. 7:00 p.m. 

  Watch begins afterwards (in L.J.C.) 

 April 19 Watch ends  ..................... 8:00 a.m. 

  Good Friday ...................... 7:00 p.m. 

 April 20 Holy Saturday ................... 9:00 a.m.  

  Vigil Rehearsal .................  9:30 a.m. 

  Easter Vigil ....................... 8:00 p.m. 

 April 21 Easter: ............................. 8:30 a.m. 

    .......................... 10:30 a.m. 
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UNL New Student Enrollment  
New Student Enrollment (NSE) takes place in the UNL Student Union on many dates 

from May 29 through July 10. During NSE, campus organizations set up information 

tables and greet the students and parents as they arrive for their day of enrollment 

and orientation. You're invited to say hello on behalf of St. Mark's on the Campus. 

Longtime NSE organizer for St. Mark’s, Bob Kuzelka, says, "Just do it!  The time 

commitment is about an hour, 7:00 to 8:00 a.m. [You] can be as outgoing (shaking 

hands or saying a few words of welcome) or retiring (just passing out material or 

smiling) as wanted." Bob notes that though it's always good to have younger persons 

taking part, anyone is welcome to share this simple and fun outreach ministry. 

Watch the announcements or talk to Bob for more details. 

Being Green at St. Mark’s on the Campus 
Monday, April 22, is Earth Day, a day to focus our attention on 

stewardship of “this fragile Earth, our island home.”  St. Mark’s 

has taken several steps toward being a good steward. St. 

Mark’s has long recycled paper, plastic and aluminum. The 

flowerbeds outside the church are home to many plants that 

thrive without extensive watering or use of chemicals. 

Hospitality ministries make regular use of reusable tableware in 

place of disposables. Updated light fixtures accommodate energy 

efficient bulbs. Programmable thermostats keep the building comfortable when in 

use, without wasting energy in idle hours. Solar panels provide the church with 

power, as well as a bit of income from selling energy back to Lincoln Electric System.  

Ensuring environmental sustainability was one of the Millennium Development Goals 

set by the Episcopal Church, and St. Mark’s continues its efforts to live into that goal. 

Bible Study   Wednesdays in the Church Hall at 6:45 p.m. 
The Bible Study is continuing its study of the Old Testament Apocrypha, using the 

Biblical texts and a resource by Fr. Daniel Harrington, SJ. We’re learning a lot about 

books of the Bible most of us don’t know well. Come join us!  

Adult Forum   Sundays in the Church Hall at 9:30 a.m. 
We are continuing our discussion of supplemental eucharistic prayers until the 

season of Lent. During Lent, Steve Blum will lead us in lectio divina. During the 

Easter season, we will be reading together a short book about Celtic spirituality by 

Philip Newell. The book explores the basics of Celtic Christianity and its particular 

shading of our Christian faith.  

LGBTQA+ Presentation Inspires 
Following Quinn Mobbs’ presentation regarding LGBTQA+ identity, a group of 

parishioners met to begin discussing ways to make ourselves as welcoming and 

inclusive as possible to the LGBTQA+ community. The next meeting is Tuesday, 

March 12 at 5:15 pm and all are welcome to participate.  
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Did You Know ....  
… that our Connect Cards are much more than a 

bookmark?  Use a Connect Card (found in the pew rack) to 

let us know: 

 you have a prayer request 

 you are going into the hospital 

 you are visiting with us today 

 you would like to visit with the clergy 

 your address has changed 

Just complete a card and place it in the offering plate. 

Clinic with a Heart 
The Vestry voted recently to begin supporting Clinic with a 

Heart, a free medical outreach on 17th Street. Initial support 

will be including the clinic as a recipient of our monthly 

outreach offering and having an occasional drive for items 

such as hygiene products and over the counter medicines. 

Save these Dates 
Pancake Sunday & UNL Chamber Singers ____________________________ March 3 

Lent Madness entry deadline _____________________________________ March 6 

Hospitality Happens Here & Soup Lunch ____________________________ March 10 

LGTBQA+ Inclusion & Outreach meeting ___________________________ March 12 

UNL Spring Break _________________________________________ March 17 – 24 

Spring Clean-Up at St. Mark’s on the Campus _______________________ March 24 

Bishop’s Visit to St. Mark’s on the Campus __________________________ March 31 

Images of Glory exhibit opens _____________________________________ April 7 

Easter Creation Challenge deadline_________________________________ April 14 

UNL Final Exam Week ____________________________________ April 29 – May 3 

UNL Graduation (graduate students) ________________________________ May 3 

UNL Graduation (undergraduate students) ____________________________ May 4 

Lincoln Marathon ________________________________________________ May 5 

Deadline for June Roar __________________________________________ May 15 

Lincoln Public Schools graduation __________________________________ May 26 

UNL New Student Enrollment ______________________________ May 29 – July 10 

Lincoln Public Schools – First Day of classes ________________________ August 12  

UNL Greek Week @ St. Mark’s on the Campus – training______________ August 15 

UNL Greek Week @ St. Mark’s on the Campus – recruitment  _______ August 19-22 

UNL Residence Hall open _______________________________________ August 22 

St. Mark’s Courtyard Welcome for Students ________________________ August 22 

UNL – First Day of fall classes ___________________________________ August 26  
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From the Vestry 
At its meeting on February 17th, the Vestry . . .   

 Heard about a Hospitality Workshop being planned for Soup Sunday, March 10, in which 
tips for welcoming newcomers will be presented to the congregation.  

 Heard about three upcoming art projects:  

o Easter Creation – Parishioners are invited to decorate a picture of a shell or a baptismal 
font to hang on the sides of the nave in place of the Stations of the Cross during the 
Easter season. More details will follow, and supplies will be available Pancake Sunday, 
March 3; 

o During April, a religious icon exhibit will be in the parish hall. The icons have been 
written by Jane TanCreti, a wife of a retired priest and a resident of Omaha, and some 

of her students. Opening weekend is April 5-7, and will include First Friday, a Saturday 
workshop by TanCreti, and a presentation about “Praying with Icons” on Sunday. The 
Vestry voted to give TanCreti an honorarium of $125 to cover gas costs for several trips 
back and forth from Omaha; - 

o The Courtyard will be decorated for Pentecost Sunday, June 9.  

 Established an Endowments Committee comprised of Brent Cejda, Mark Musick, Bob 
Kuzelka, the Senior Warden (ex officio) and the Rector (ex officio).  

 Appointed Berwyn Jones as Clerk; the Parish Administrator, Bill Huenemann, will continue 
to take minutes at Vestry meetings.  

 Discussed the upcoming sharing of our space with the ELCA Lutheran Student Center 
during construction of their new building. The consensus was that it was best to ask the 
Center to find a time other than Sunday morning to have worship.   

 Voted to replace our current copier with a new one, primarily because of the age of our 
current copier and parts are no longer available for it.  

 Voted to replace our current trash/recycling program with one from Paragon.  

 Heard that it’s important that, if parishioners rearrange furniture, they should put it back 
the way they found it because our part-time sexton might not be back before the next 
event in the space, for which he has set it.  

 Heard that both brothers in our newest refugee family are now working.  

 Was reminded that Brother James is returning Feb. 23 for Centering Prayer II.  

 Established the Communications Committee as a standing committee rather than an ad 
hoc committee.  

 Heard that following Quinn Mobbs’ presentation, a group of parishioners met to begin 

discussing ways to make ourselves as welcoming and inclusive as possible to the 
LGBTQA+ community. The next meeting is Tuesday, March 12 at 5:15 pm and all are 
welcome to participate.   

 Agreed to begin referring to the lounge as the parish hall, a more common usage among 

Episcopal parishes.  

 Voted to begin supporting Clinic with a Heart, a medical outreach on 17th Street. Initial 
support will be including the clinic as a recipient of our monthly outreach offering and 
having an occasional drive for items such as hygiene products and over the counter 
medicines.  

 Moved the April meeting to April 28. The March meeting will be March 17th, 12:15 PM in 
the Allington Room. Anyone is welcome to attend.  

 

The Lion’s Roar is the quarterly newsletter of St. Mark’s on the Campus Episcopal Church 

1309 R Street, Lincoln, NE 68508            402-474-1979            www.stmarks-episcopal.org  

Services on Sunday (8:30 and 10:30 am), Tuesday (12:30 pm) and Thursday (5:30 pm). 


