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The Lutherans are coming! 

As you’ll recall from announcements, the Lutheran Student Center (ELCA) will be 

sharing our space for about 18 months. During this time, their building on 16th Street 

is being demolished and rebuilt, this time with living quarters for a student living 

center. Our main job during this exciting, shared time will be to remain flexible and 

welcoming; this is a wonderful opportunity to practice our Christian hospitality and 

make space for Christian relatives among us! 

Some things have already started happening with this co-location. We’ve had “run-

throughs” of a couple of individual days and one entire week when students were 

present in our lounge this spring; they also were using the Lady Julian Chapel for 

Morning Prayer on weekdays. In addition, furniture now in our parish hall was moved 

from the Lutheran Center to help give the Lutheran students a sense of “home” in 

our space. 

Over the summer, some Lutheran students will be around, but not that many. One 

very important event will occur this summer -- the Leave-taking Service from their 

soon-to-be-demolished space. That service will occur at 3:00 pm on Pentecost 

Sunday (June 9). All of the St. Mark’s on the Campus community is welcome and 

encouraged to attend. Following the Leave-taking, the Lutheran Center congregation 

will process St. Mark’s on the Campus. Once they arrive – around 5:00 pm -- we will 

welcome them with a reception in our parish hall.  

At the end of August, Lutheran Center activities will really pick up as students return 

from their summer breaks. Our building will be open every day from 8:00 am to 

about 10:00 pm. Many students will be in and out of the building all day, using the 

parish hall as well as some undercroft and basement space. On Sundays, we will 

Pentecost & 
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have a shared coffee hour before their worship at 12:30 pm. On Wednesday 

evenings, they will have evening prayer beginning at 9:15 pm in our main chapel. 

And on weekdays, they will continue to use the Lady Julian Chapel for Morning 

Prayer.  

The next 18 months will be an exciting, fun time during which we all will be stretched 

and broadened! We will learn new things about each other and ourselves! Thanks be 

to God for leading us to this shared ministry in Christ’s name!  -- Fr. Jerry 

A Letter from the Lutheran Center Pastor 

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! I give thanks to God 

for the continued generosity of St. Mark’s to The Lutheran Center community as we 

begin our time of sharing space with you in the coming academic year. 

It is an exciting time here at The Lutheran Center! Having spent the last four years 

campaigning for a new building, it is with much anticipation that we are finally 

breaking ground. Our building is past repair, and the new building will provide more 

space for ministry, as well as an intentional community that will create a sustainable 

income stream for the ministry. 

The community at The Lutheran Center has always been centered around a building. 

Students rely on having a place to go to between classes, a place to eat lunch, a 

place to see friends.  A year without a building to call home will be a challenge – a 

challenge that will shape and lead the community to grow – but a challenge that will 

also sometimes feel like exile. 

This is why we are so grateful to St. Mark’s. You have opened your doors wider than 

we could have ever hoped! Your willingness to take us in, provide us with a chapel 

for worship, let us move some of our furniture from “home” to your space – these 

are all gifts to us, and they will make this coming year less of an exile and more of a 

merging of two communities around one Table. 

When we talked with our students in January about where they would want to 

worship during construction, we gave them two options: the Union or a sanctuary. 

They chose the sanctuary, and we’re grateful for your hospitality and partnership.  

In peace & gratitude, Rev. Dr. Adam White,  

Campus Pastor, The Lutheran Center 

Welcome Reception for the Lutheran Center 

At approximately 5:00 pm on Sunday, June 9th, St. Mark’s will host a reception to 

welcome the Lutheran Center students, staff and alumni. Most of the finger foods 

will be catered, but the cookie and bar cookie bakers of St. Mark’s are invited to 

show off a bit to the delight of our long- and short-term guests with home-baked 

goodness. You can drop off baked goods ahead of time if you’d like. 
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A Deeper Look at the Seasons   
Happy Birthday, church.  The day of Pentecost is 

considered the church’s birthday because on this day 

the disciples received the Holy Spirit and their 

ministries began.  The disciples were gathered 

together, probably celebrating the first fruits of 

harvest at the Hebrew festival of Shavuot.  During 

Shavuot, which took place 50 days after Passover, all 

adult males were to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem.  

Two words come to mind in thinking about Pentecost - 

promise and power. Jesus had promised the disciples that he would send them a 

helper for their ministries. This promise was fulfilled with the coming of the Holy 

Spirit. The power of the Holy Spirit is seen in the mighty wind that filled the house 

where the disciples were and in the tongues of fire that came to rest on each 

disciple. One result was the ability of some disciples to speak in languages they had 

not previously known. We see speaking in tongues as a sign that God’s Word is for 

everyone. 

Our celebration of Pentecost takes place 50 days after Easter.  It is one of the major 

feast days of the year. The other principal feasts are Easter Day, Ascension Day, 

Trinity Sunday, All Saints Day, Christmas Day and The Epiphany.  The liturgical color 

for Pentecost is red. 

The Sunday following Pentecost is 

Trinity Sunday. On this day we 

celebrate the “Trinity of Persons” and 

“Unity of Being” (BCP pg. 380 preface 

for Trinity Sunday).   This is the only 

principal feast day that does not 

commemorate a historical event.  

Two common symbols for the Trinity 

are a triangle or three overlapping 

circles. Sometimes a crown is used to 

represent God the father, a lamb to 

represent Jesus, and a dove to 

represent The Holy Spirit.   White is 

the color for Trinity Sunday.   

The season after Pentecost is the 

longest of the church year.  It begins 

on the Monday after The Day of 

Pentecost and ends the Saturday 

before the first Sunday of Advent. The 

season after Pentecost can last as long 

as twenty-eight weeks depending on 

the date of Easter.  This time period is 

Pentecost is a festival day, so let's 

celebrate! 

 Join in our multi-language reading 

of the Pentecost Sunday gospel. 

The passage appointed for this 

year is: John 14:8-17 and 25-27. 

Use your translating skills or find a 

translation on one of the many 

Internet sites that offer the Bible 

in other languages. Let the office 

know you will be reading and the 

language you have chosen.  

 Volunteer with Sacred Arts to help 

with Pentecost decorations. 

(Contact Natalie Shepard or Peg 

Sheldrick for details.) 

 Wear red clothing on Pentecost 

Sunday. (It can even have an "N" 

on it!) 
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sometimes called Ordinary time or the Green season.  As the color of the season, 

green symbolizes growth. The scriptural lessons of the season help us grow in faith 

and understanding of the meaning of Christ’s resurrection in our daily life.   

-- Natalie 

Easter Season Banners 
We don’t tend to make a big deal about 

the rows of banners hanging above the 

altar during the Easter Season – so let’s 

make a big deal now!  

The day before Easter Sunday (Holy 

Saturday), the banners are hung by 

faithful volunteers (thank you, 

volunteers!). The banners remain 

hanging through Trinity Sunday, which is 

the Sunday immediately following 

Pentecost Sunday.  

Or at least some of them do.  

You’ll see changes to the banners twice 

during this time. Originally, three rows of 

banners are hung. The Saturday before 

Pentecost Sunday, the front row of 

banners is taken down (thank you, 

volunteers!). With this change, two red 

banners are now in front (remember that 

the color for Pentecost Sunday is red).  

The next Sunday is Trinity Sunday. The day before, the row of red banners is 

removed (thank you again, volunteers!), leaving three banners. Although the 

banners don’t correspond to the color for Trinity Sunday, which is white, their 

number correspond to the three persons of the Holy Trinity (Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit). Their colors (in order: green, blue and green) can be interpreted as 

corresponding to the Father in the center (blue) and the Son and Holy Spirit on 

either side (green).  

Following Trinity Sunday, the final row of banners is removed (thank you yet again, 

volunteers!) and we return to that serene expanse of open space behind the altar, an 

expanse broken only during the two festive seasons of Christmastide (when we have 

the stars) and Eastertide (the banners). 

It is also an opportunity to appreciate one of many unseen ministries around St. 

Mark’s on the Campus – that of the volunteers who take care of changing the 

banners. The Rector is quite happy for these volunteers - especially given the heights 

to which they must climb to do their ministry! – and expresses one big heartfelt 

“thank you” for their service! – Fr. Jerry 
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LGBTQA+ Presentation to Inspire Again 
A group of parishioners are meeting monthly to identify ways to make ourselves as 

welcoming as possible to the LGBTQA+ community. Quinn Mobbs’ presentation at 

Adult Forum earlier this year was so informative and helpful, the group asked Quinn 

to repeat the presentation on June 2nd in conjunction with coffee/fellowship time 

after the 10:30 am Eucharist. Please plan to attend and be prepared for an eye-

opening experience.   

Star City Pride Festival 
The mission statement for Star City Pride Festival explains that the 

festival was “created to support the LGBTQIA community in 

Lincoln, NE. Every year in June, allies and members of our 

community come together to celebrate what Pride stands for and 

to raise awareness of equality in our city.”  

The 2019 Star City Pride Festival will be held on June 7 and 

8 in the parking lot of the Lincoln Journal Star.  An 

anonymous donation has paid for an ad from St. Mark’s in 

the Festival Guide.  If you would like to volunteer to help set 

up, check tickets, sell t-shirts, clean up, etc., please go 

online to starcitypride.org.  A link to volunteer needs is 

located on the left-hand side of the blue banner across the 

top of the page.  

UNL New Student Enrollment 
You can help St. Mark’s on the Campus say “Hello!” to new UNL students. Sign up on 

the schedule just outside the office to spend an hour or two greeting students and 

parents at the UNL Student Union during New Student Enrollment. There are dates 

available in late May, all of June, and early July. This annual ministry of welcoming 

and inviting takes a little over an hour at the start of the day – 7:00 am to 8:15 am. 

St. Mark's will supply you with goodies to hand out. Because of the time of day, 

parking outside the Union is free and plentiful. Contact Bob Kuzelka for details.  

Jazz in June – Reaching out to our Community 
Jazz in June concerts are scheduled for the Sheldon Gallery venue on each Tuesday 

in June. Because Sheldon is so close to SMOC, many concert goers walk by SMOC as 

they head to the venue.  To reach out to the community, on June 11 and June 25, 

we will hand out free cold bottled water with SMOC labels to those who wish to stop 

and chat for a minute. The water bottles will include service times and an invitation 

to join us for Salad Sunday on July 7th. 

If you can volunteer on June 11 and/or June 25 for about an hour -- from 6:15 pm 

until shortly after 7:00 pm -- please contact Todd Sneller, Peg Sheldrick, or sign up 

on the sheet posted near the office.  
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Salad Sunday on July 7th 
While Soup Sundays are wonderful in cool and cold 

weather, when it’s sweltering outside, salad seems 

like an infinitely better option.  So, instead of a 

Soup Sunday this quarter, we will have a Salad 

Sunday on July 7th. We’ll invite our refugee families, 

enjoy some courtyard games, and undoubtedly 

delight in the church hall air conditioning! More 

details will be announced as the time approaches.  

St. Mark’s Facelift!   
• Jim Karas will soon be painting all of St. Mark’s exterior wood and trim, 

including doors and girders. A rented lift will allow him to reach the 30-foot 

high sections. Due to uncooperative weather earlier this spring, he now 

expects to start work toward the end of May.  

• New plantings in our garden areas will also soon be underway. The prairie 

grasses will remain in the areas between street and sidewalk, although a few 

additional grass varieties may be added next spring.  New plants will be 

taking root in the enclosed planting areas by high summer.  And yes, this will 

include pollinating plants like milkweed that will support the Monarch flyway 

being established by the Downtown Lincoln Association along 13th Street from 

Lincoln Mall to R Street. Go Monarchs! 

• While not a visible improvement, the recent upgrade of St. Mark’s WiFi 

capabilities is certainly providing facelifts in the form of smiles from those 

using it.   

Lent Madness Crowns a Winner 
Congratulations to Jeanine Jewell, who 

correctly predicted St. Martha of Bethany 

would beat a field of 32 saints to win the 

Golden Halo in Lent Madness 2019. Jeanine 

won such prizes as a book about saints, some 

Cadbury eggs, a Lady Julian of Norwich 

refrigerator magnet, and her own personal 

Golden Halo.  

Special kudos to Dorothy Marks, who guessed 

many of the winners on the bracket and was 

the only St. Mark's participant to predict 

Pandita Ramabau would make it to the final 

round to take on Martha. 

Jeanine and her prizes 
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Sacred Arts Update  
Thanks to all who participated in the Easter 

Creation Challenge! Thirteen St. Mark's members 

decorated simple templates of baptismal symbols, 

creating unique and beautiful artwork to decorate 

the church during the Easter season. 

Approaches varied widely. For example, Mother 

Mary Hendrix used shells gathered from the shore 

of Mexico Beach, Florida. Connie Backus-Yoder 

used fabric. Roger Hochstetler used colorful 

wrappers. The unique panels featuring shells and 

fonts (based on Chrismon images) will be kept at 

St. Mark's and used in the future. 

Thanks to the creators: Mary Hendricks; Connie 

Backus-Yoder; Roger Hochstetler; Bob Kuzelka (map of 

the Holy Land); Lucy Webster (acrylic and paper); Lisa 

Ann Schaumberg (glitter and more); Beth Hemmer 

(chalk); Mary Lutz (shell and more); Natalie Shepard 

(ink); Dorothy Marks (water color and pen); Holly Heffelbower (water color pencil); Peg 

Sheldrick (palm leaf and more); and Opal Doerr (paint and more). 

During April, "Images of Glory" filled the St. Mark's parish hall with richly painted 

works by Jane Tan Creti and her students, drawing visitors from as far away as 

Hastings to view icons "written" in traditional egg tempera with 24 karat gold leaf. 

The artist visited St. Mark's several times during her April exhibition, and spent an 

afternoon demonstrating her techniques at a workshop. Fr. Jerry Thompson 

complemented the exhibition with a talk on praying with icons, opening new windows 

of insight and inspiration for all. 

The Sacred Arts committee has several initiatives underway or being planned:  

❖ The next hands-on arts opportunity at St. Mark's will take place as part of the 

festivities at the Salad Sunday event in the works for July 7.  

❖ Plans are forming for a fall quilt exhibit centered on a theme of family, to take 

place in November. To get involved, contact Peg Sheldrick or Natalie Shepard. 

❖ Artists on the Edge, a special art-as-therapy program run by CenterPoint, is 

planning an exhibit at St. Mark's during August. 

❖ Photographs by Craig Lawson now grace the parish hall as our permanent 

exhibit. More of Craig's work will be seen in an upcoming digital photo show 

now in the works, featuring Craig's images of parish life at St. Mark's on the 

Campus. The slide show will debut at a future event and will be made 

available on the church web site.                         

The Sacred Arts committee membership is very fluid. If you would like to be part of 

the committee at any point, just let me know.  - Peg 

Jane Tan Creti guides Bob K. in 

applying paint without leaving brush 

strokes on an icon in progress 
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Grillin’ and Chillin’ to Welcome Students 
On Saturday, August 24, from 

5:30 pm to 8:00 pm, the Lutheran 

Center and St. Mark’s on the 

Campus will welcome the students 

back to campus with a bit of 

“Grillin’ and Chillin’ in the 

Courtyard.”  

Students participating in UNL New 

Student Enrollment will be invited 

to drop by for free burgers, brats, 

and beverages while relaxing and 

connecting with fellow Christians 

on campus before classes begin.  

Refugee Family Update 

Our refugee family is doing very well.  Pippa has been in contact with the sister, who 

emailed to say they are “working, satisfied and happy.” We hope to invite these 

delightful people to visit St. Mark’s on the Campus either this summer or early fall.  

And we hope you will join us!  Our Karen family (technically no longer refugees as 

they have their green cards) are also doing very well.  Peg and Pippa are planning a 

summer outing, and once again, anyone is welcome to join us.  We will alert you to 

time and place via Mid-Week Minders and the Bulletin. - Pippa 

Recycling Changes 
St. Mark’s on the Campus has recycled for years, but recently we hired a different 

company to pick up our recyclables. The new vendor’s service costs less and they 

accept a wider variety of items for recycling. Over the summer, there will be several 

opportunities for all of us to learn about the new items that can be recycled by our 

new vendor.    

In theory, anything can be broken down and the 

elements retrieved for other uses. However, many 

changeable factors determine whether a provider 

will accept items for recycling – market 

fluctuations, supply and demand, innovation, 

transportation and processing costs, and even 

international trade patterns. It’s all very 

complicated, but our responsibility can still be 

simply stated: to do our best to be good stewards 

of God’s creation.   – Roger  

2018 Grillin’ & Chillin’ participants➔ 
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The Book of Common Prayer – a Catechism? 
Sometimes we learn things in Confirmation class, but then forget them along the 

way of our Christian journey. For example, do you recall that we have a Catechism in 

the back of the Book of Common Prayer (page 845)? While our catechism (also 

called “An Outline of the Faith”) is miniscule in comparison to some traditions, it’s 

not quite true that “we Episcopalians can believe whatever we want,” as sometimes 

is said. There’s some truth in the sentiment, in that what holds us together is our 

worship, not our doctrine, so there’s room for wide diversity in belief. But after all, 

we do say the Nicene Creed together in our eucharist and, at the very least, the 

creed defines us as trinitarian.  

The Catechism is meant to go beyond that and say a bit more. For example, if you 

look at the section “The Ministry” (page 855), the first question is, “Who are the 

ministers of the Church?” The answer might surprise some of us: “The ministers of 

the Church are lay persons, bishops, priests, and deacons.” The Catechism then goes 

on to describe the ministry of each order. The first duty of each order is “to 

represent Christ and his Church.” So that’s your first responsibility, no matter who 

you are or what order you belong to. How are you doing with that? In what ways do 

you represent Christ well and where might you make some changes to do a better 

job? 

Our Prayer Book is full of riches. Explore it! In fact, if you have specific questions, let 

us know! – Fr. Jerry 

Centering Prayer, Session II 
As many of you know, snowstorms interfered with Session II of our Centering Prayer 

Workshop with Brother James not once, but twice!  We now have another date, so 

this is a Save the Date reminder because our new Session II is a long way off!  We 

are scheduled for Saturday, November 9th, 9 a.m. to noon in St. Mark’s Parish Hall.  

We apologize for the long wait. Between Brother James’ busy schedule, summer 

vacations and travel, and – of course! – football 

Saturdays, it was difficult to find a date.  So 

“Save the Date!”  All who have had some 

Centering Prayer instruction are welcome to 

attend. 

A few participants from our first session with 

Brother James would like to practice Centering 

Prayer at St. Mark’s. If you have had some 

Centering Prayer instruction, please consider 

joining us to experience the strength of praying 

together this way.  Attendance is not mandatory 

every time.  If you are interested, please contact 

Pippa at 402-477-6914, or pipcompany@aol.com. 

– Pippa 

mailto:pipcompany@aol.com
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Facility as Ministry:  Chinese Christian Students 
We can reach out to the community by giving others a place to gather. For example, 

while the University is in session, a Chinese Christian student group meets at St. 

Mark’s on the Campus on Saturday evenings. They share a potluck meal, sing 

hymns, read and discuss the Bible. The group of about twenty includes students, 

international faculty, and visiting Chinese scholars. On a pure practical level, they 

help keep the kitchen clean and provide a monetary donation for the use of our 

space.  On a spiritual level, we are assisting with their fellowship.   

 

Save these Dates! 

UNL New Student Enrollment ______________________ May 29 – July 10 

LGBTQA+ Presentation by Quinn ___________________________ June 2 

Pentecost Sunday  ______________________________________ June 9 

Lutheran Student Ctr. Leave Taking and Welcome to SMoC ______ June 9 

Jazz in June – Ice Water Outreach _________________________ June 11 

Vestry Meeting  ________________________________________ June 16 

Jazz in June – Ice Water Outreach _________________________ June 25 

Salad Sunday ___________________________________________ July 7 

Lincoln Public Schools – First Day of classes _______________ August 12 

UNL Greek Week @ SMoC - training______________________ August 15 

Deadline for Sept-Oct-Nov issue of The Roar _______________ August 15 

Vestry Meeting  ______________________________________ August 18  

UNL Greek Week @ SMoC – recruitment  _______________ August 19-22 

UNL Residence Halls open _____________________________ August 22 

Grillin’ and Chillin’ in the Courtyard – Student Welcome ______ August 24  

UNL – First Day of fall classes __________________________ August 26 

Bishop Barker’s Visit _______________________________ September 15 

The Lion’s Roar is the quarterly newsletter of St. Mark’s on the Campus Episcopal Church 

1309 R Street, Lincoln, NE 68508            402-474-1979            www.stmarks-episcopal.org  

Services on Sunday (8:30 and 10:30 am), Tuesday (12:30 pm) and Thursday (5:30 pm). 


